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II'T Bhubaneswar holds exams
online with full attendance

Manash Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhl: Even as top ITTs
ditched the final vear exams and an
Increasing number of exams were
cancelled in view of the prevailing
Covid-19 outbreak, [IT-Bhubanes-
warshowed the way by notonly con-
ducting the end-semester exams on-
line, but ensuring 100% attendance.
This second generation IIT custom-
1seq] the online exam system so that
theexamination could be conducied
in a comprehensive form without
any compromises, yet ensuring that
studenis arenot put at risk.

The endsemester examin-
ations were conducted online be-
tween June 24 to 30, for the final
year subjects where a total of 526
(which 100% of the batch size) stu-
dents from BTech, dual degree,

MSe, MTech and PhD participated.

Even though they were called
‘online exams’, the requirement of
the Internet was limited to ques-
tlon paper access, answer paper
uploadingand invigilating the par-
ticipants,

As per IIT officials, the com-
mercially available systems foron-
line examinations are normally
designed to hold computer-based
tests and not for conventional ex-
aminations In a comprehensive
form and have ceriain limitations.
The conceptual and architectural
deslgn of the system was provided
by insiiiuie director Professor RV
Raja Kumar and thesystem was de-
veloped by computer and IT servic-
escell of the insdinte,

Kumar, explained: “One of the
challenges faced in the system de-
slgn istoprovidefairnessof access

to students who have a lot of varia-

tion in available gadgets and inter-

net connectivity Though the insti-
tute scheduled two examinations
tofacilitate the students to acquire
facilities in case they do not have,
allof them have avalled the firstop-
poriunity and could take the ex-
ams successfully. In this system a
conventional examination hall is
made virtual, distributed across
the personal environment of each
student at thelr own home and the
control also partially depends on
the cooperation from each stu-
dent.”

The instltute put in place a help
desk which could interact, attend
toand fix problems like those relat-
ed to gadgeis and Internet band-
width of the students during the
exams making it successful for
100% of the students.




